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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To satisfactorily recognize 
a white line area even when a shadow or the like is 
generated in a white line part, and a luminance 
difference is small. 

SOLUTION: This method includes a picture inputting 
process for inputting a picture including a white line (a 
step S1 ), edge extracting process for extracting the 
luminance changing spot of an input picture inputted in 
this picture inputting process S1 , edge angle calculating 
process for calculating the angle of the edge extracted in 
this edge extracting process (a step S2), pair edge 
extracting processes for extracting an edge whose 
angles make a pair calculated in the edge angle 
calculating process 82 from among the edges extracted 
by the edge extracting process (steps S3-S6), and white line judging process forjudging an 
area surrounded by the edges extracted in the pair edge extracting processes S3-S6 as a 
white line (a step S7). 
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